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devoted to his person and his interests, was in reality his
enemy.
Manucci, in his letter, called me traitor and ingrate, and
then went on to say that, curious to know the name of this
enemy, he had given Fraiture the money and had learned
from him that the enemy was none other than myself. I
had, it seemed, told Fraiture that the title he bore was false,
and that he had no right to the rank he assumed. He
mentioned several other details about his private life which
Fraiture could only have heard from me, and wound up by
advising me to leave Madrid as soon as possible, within a
Week at latest.
I cannot describe the dejection into which this letter cast
me. For the first time in my life I was forced to own
myself guilty of monstrous indiscretion, of reasonless bab-
bling, of frightful ingratitude. Miserable, ashamed, and
confused, I recognised the enormity of my offence* I felt
that I did not deserve forgiveness, and should not even ask
it. I could not conceive what had led me to betray a man
from whom I had received the greatest kindness, for I had
actually been so indiscreet and base as to tell Fraiture all I
knew of Manucci's antecedents—his humble origin, the
occupation of his parents, and his relations with Mocenigo.
But although I acknowledged his vexation to be just, I
could not but think he was wrong in advising me to leave
Madrid. He must have known himself that it was not likely
I should obey him in this matter; he was not powerful
enough for me to receive his order as a command; having
had the misfortune to commit one unworthy action, I could
not lower myself still further.
After thinking the matter well over, I wrote to the
friend whom I had so grievously offended the sincerest of
confessions, in the most submissive of terms. I ended my
letter by saying, that if he was as generous as I believed him
my repentance would satisfy him, but if it did not, I was
ready to do anything he asked, except the one thing which
would lay me open to a charge of cowardice. *You are at

